
Community farm to launch in Caldicot

Plans have been announced for a community farm in Caldicot, to include a site at Caldicot Castle 
and Countrypark in the heart of the town. The idea was initially proposed on the Made Open 
Monmouthshire social media platform and has seen an overwhelmingly positive response from 
locals.

Kate Edwards and Gillian Brooks who are behind the enterprise both have backgrounds working 
on organic farms and are passionate about fresh, local, sustainable food. The new community farm 
will grow a wide range of fruit and vegetables, using low impact farming methods which support the 
environment. The pair are currently looking to find additional land in or around Caldicot, so that 
they can start to develop the farm ready to launch early next year. 

Kate Edwards said: “The land at Caldicot Castle will be really helpful in explaining what we are 
trying to achieve with the main farm and will be a great space for the community to come and learn 
about growing fruit and vegetables. At the moment the land is an empty patch of grass, but we 
hope it will soon be full plants and wildlife, a place for people to enjoy.”

The pair plan to run the farm using a community supported agriculture (CSA) model. CSA is a 
system of farming where a community is created around a farm, with a partnership forming 
between the farmers and their customers. Many CSA farms have a form of subscription where 
members agree to support the farm for the whole season. In return, members receive a share of 
the harvest and are able to visit the farm regularly to help out or enjoy social events.

In Wales, the CSA farming model is growing in popularity, with a recent study by the Federation of 
City Farms and Community Gardens revealing a significant interest and potential for CSA farming 
in Wales. The CSA farm in Caldicot looks to be the first of its kind in Monmouthshire and the pair 
hope that it will be the first of many. 

Gillian Brooks said: “This is a really exciting time for CSA in Wales and I think the success of the 
model is really down to the community which often forms around these farms. There are so many 
benefits when people come together like this, for both the farmers and the members. You can 
source great food, swap recipes, learn new skills - we want the farm to be somewhere that people 
can come to enjoy being outdoors, for the farm to be part of their lives.”

To find out more, find the farm on Twitter @CaldicotFarm or Facebook at www.facebook.com/
pages/Caldicot-Community-Farm/366084636924912 where you can sign up the farm’s mailing list 
to follow their progress and learn how to get involved.
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About us

Kate Edwards:
Kate works as a grounds assistant at Caldicot Castle and runs Incredible Edible Calidcot, a project 
that was recently launched to help promote healthy eating and bring communities together. Kate 
discovered a passion for organic farming whilst completing the Soil Association’s Apprenticeship 
scheme at a mixed organic farm in Leeds 5 years ago and later developed an interest in growing 
vegetables whilst working as a smallholding manager for a wedding venue in Cambridgeshire. 
Kate has managed her own small flock of sheep, selling the lamb to members of the local 
community.

Gillian Brooks:
Gillian is passionate about sustainable food production and providing local food for local people. 
Working as communications coordinator for the Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) Network 
UK, the national network for CSA farms in the UK. With the Network, Gillian has had the chance to 
visit a number of CSA farms throughout the UK and has previous experience working at an organic 
market garden near Cowbridge. Loving all things green, Gillian is currently setting up a local hub of 
all things ‘eco’ with EcoJam.org, an online directory.

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
Community Supported Agriculture is a partnership between farmers and consumers in which the 
responsibilities, risks and rewards of farming are shared. There is no fixed definition of CSA in the 
UK however generally consumers, often described as CSA members, are closely linked to the farm 
and the production of their food, and provide support that goes beyond a straight forward 
marketplace exchange of money for goods. CSA helps to address increasing concerns about the 
lack of transparency, sustainability and resilience of our food system.

For more information visit www.communitysupportedagriculture.org.uk
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